
 

Saints Peter and Paul School 
Summer Reading Program 

Entering Sixth Grade 
 

Directions: All students must read Tales of the Greek Heroes by Roger Lancelyn Green 

 

Required Reading:  
Tales of the Greek Heroes, Roger Lancelyn Greek 
 The mysterious and exciting legends of the gods and heroes in Ancient Greece, from the adventures of 
Perseus, the labours of Heracles, the voyage of Jason and the Argonauts, to Odysseus and the Trojan 
War. The book is introduced with wit and humor by Rick Riordan, creator of the highly successful Percy  

Jackson series.  
 

Suggested Reading: 
Guts, Gary Paulsen 

These are the real stories that inspired Gary Paulsen to write the Brian Robeson’s story in Hatchet, 

The River, Brian’s Winter, and Brian’s Return. Harrowing and humorous, you will enjoy sharing 

some of Paulsen’s exciting memories that became inspiration. 

 

Knots in My Yo-yo String, Jerry Spinelli 

"Do you think being a kid helped you become a writer?"  

Inspired by this question, the best-selling author of the Newbery Medal-winning Maniac Magee and 

the Newbery Honor Book Wringer wrote an early autobiography that will delight his fans and 

provide food for thought for budding writers. Throughout his reminiscing, Spinelli points out the 

influences that ultimately turned him into a writer. - Scholastic 

Within Reach: My Everest Story, Mark Pfetzer and Jack Galvin 

This is the story of a sixteen year old boy who climbs Mount Everest. It is full of all the suspense and 

drama you would imagine--blinding snowstorms, 300 foot crevasses, If you've ever wondered why 

people take such risks or where they get the courage, you must read this book. It is inspiring and 

exciting all the way to the summit. 

  
Hanna's Suitcase, Karen Levine 

This is the fascinating story of a teacher/museum director in Japan who sets out with her class to find 

the story behind a child's suitcase recovered from Auschwitz, a Nazi concentration camp. Ms. Ishioka 

and her class learn that the suitcase belonged to little Hanna who once lived in a resort town in 

Czechoslovakia with her loving family and dog Sylva. The story of Hanna's life is terribly sad, but 

what the students learn from her life is inspiring and uplifting. Hanna's story needs to be read and 

remembered, and it all starts with her small, brown suitcase. This book makes an excellent 

companion to Number the Star, which the sixth grade reads during the school year. If you are 

interested in more books about the Holocaust try Stones in the Water, The Diary of Ann Frank, The 

Boy Who Dared 

 

 

 



Kingdom Keepers series, by Ridley Pearson 
In this fantastical thriller, five young teens tapped as models for theme park "guides" find themselves 

pitted against Disney villains and witches that threaten both the future of Walt Disney World and the 

stability of the world outside its walls. Using a cutting-edge technology, Finn Whitman, an Orlando 

teen, and four other kids are transformed into hologram projections that guide guests through the 

park. The new technology turns out, however, to have unexpected effects that are both thrilling and 

scary. This gripping high-tech tale will thrill every kid who has ever dreamed of sneaking into Walt 

Disney World after hours and wondered what happens at night, when the park is closed. – Hyperion 

Start with Disney After Dark the first in the series. 
The Kane Chronicles series, Rick Riordan  
If you loved the Percy Jackson series, you must try this new series by the same author. Instead of the 

unsuspecting teenage descendants of Greek Gods trying to save the world, this time it’s the 

unsuspecting teenage siblings of descendants of Egyptian Gods who have to save the world. This 

isn’t a repeat of Percy Jackson—the genre is the same; the characters are much different. This series 

adds sibling rivalry to the challenges of saving the world and wielding newfound superpowers. The 

universe of Egyptian Gods may be less well known than their Greek counterparts, but Riordan 

explains it concisely. It’s entertaining while informing—the recipe you devoured in the Percy 

Jackson. This is a great introduction to Ancient Egypt which you will by studying this year.  There 

are two more books in this series as well.  

Theodosia and the Serpents of Chaos, R.L.Lafevers 

11 year old Theodosia Throckmorton lives in London and is the daughter of two museum curators.  

Her parents travel to Egypt to send back artifacts which Theo is sure are latent with horrid curses.  

But it’s worse than she thought. Her mother has brought home the wretched Heart of Egypt. Legend 

says that should this amulet ever leave its native soil it will curse the country that takes it in and 

topple the kingdom itself.  With World War I looming, Theo knows she must return this amulet to its 

native land before it falls into the wrong hands. 

Penny From Heaven, Jenny L. Holm.  
Penny Falucci, 11, lives with her widowed mother and maternal grandparents, but her father's large, 

Italian family is tremendously important to her, too. It frustrates her that no one talks about his death, 

but as the summer of 1953 progresses, Penny’s Life changes forever. The secrets behind her father's 

death are revealed when Aunt Gina tells her about a minor incident that had horrifying consequences 

for him because of the restrictions placed on Italian Americans during World War II. This is a highly 

recommended library favorite. You may also want to try Turtle in Paradise by Holm.  

The Sisters Grimm Series, Michael Buckley  
In this series humans and fairy-tale creatures live together in rural New York. Sabrina and Daphne 

Grimm come to town to live with their grandmother after their parents’ suspicious disappearance. 

The girls are immediately drawn into a mystery that includes giants, pixies, fairies, and witches. You 

too will have to unravel which characters each creature represents in this awesome adventure for girls 

and boys. There are several books in this series. Choose the next book if you’ve started the series.  

When You Reach Me, Rebecca Stead  
Sal and Miranda are no longer friends, and Miranda is left confused and sad. Things get worse when 

she starts receiving mysterious notes that predict the future. Miranda has read A Wrinkle in Time and 

wonders about one’s ability to travel in time. You’ll love this interesting touching mystery set in New 

York City in 1979.  A library favorite! 

 


